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lation of one William Gil 

 Toddington Dear Lynn in Vor — 

wg bome Drunk late in che Kyening, on; 
4 5 the 7th of Auguſt, did in 2 S 

barbatous and inhumane manner, 

own Wife's Throat from Ear to Bar I 7 

ing big With Child) without bet 


12. Years of Age, by beating out 12 55 _ 
with a Hammer, break: ſhe beg d for "Ties 
Liſe of her Mother: With an — of... 
0 Examination, Tryal , Condemnation. ; 
at'the laſt Aſſizes at Norwich x ; With his 
. Confeffion, and laſt Dying Speech at 
the Place of Execution, being Hang'd in 
Chains before his own Door, . as à ſad 
Marning to all Drunkatds, and utikind Hus. 
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THE 


WVicked Hucband, and Un 0 


tural F ather ; 


T a certain Village call'd 7 ldap 
within three Miles of Aings- Lim in 
Norfolk, Liv'd one Mr. William Gilbert, an 
Eminent Farmer of that Town, who having 


a good Proſped of a Lirelihocd by his god 


Husbandry and Induſtry , Married the 


Daughter of one FViliam Crane of a con- 


ſiderable Subſtance, for he gave with his 
laid Daughter 500 L in Money, / beſides a 
conticerable ftock of Cows and Sheep, to 


furniſh another Farm that he hired upon the 


ſaid Marriage; which by "computation was 


as good as 3001. more, - which in thoſe 


mi. of the Kingdom is look d upon to be a 
conſiderable Dowery, eſpecially to a Farmer 
who had no ſettled Eſtate- But notwith- 

ſtanding thoſe profits and advantages with 
his ſaid Wife, he in a little time became 
very Croſs and Unkind to her, uſing her 
more like a Slave than a Wife, and from 


a Moderate and good Man he degenerated 


to a Drunken and Debauch'd Libertion,' 
erding his Money aud time on wicked 
e debauch'd ä Lewd Womer | 


and 


1 ds 4 Ar | 
and ſeandalous Strumpits; and this courſe 
. of Life h. followed for ſeveral Years toge- 
ther, till he had almoſt conſumed his Sub- 
\ ſtance, to the great Grief of his Wife and 
all her Relations; having by her but one 
only Child, a Daughter of 12 Years of Age, 
who was very Loving and Datifal to her 
Parents, but more than ordinary reſpectful 
to her Father, Who till of late , d to 
Love her intirely, but by keeping of evil 
Women company, he was plunged in all 
ment of Filthinels; Curſing and Swear- 
| ing becoming fo cuſtomary and habitual 
to him, that he could Wir ſpeak a word 
without it, and in his Ds Fits would 
| beat and abuſe his Wife and Child in a mo 
barbarous and unmerciful manner, and 
would at the fame time pretend a familiarity 
with the Devil, who he faid had promiſed 
to do great things for him, and thereupon 
rejected all the good Counſel and Inſtructi- 
ons that could be given him, by good and 
pious People; infomuch that on Tue ſday 
the 7th of Auguſt laſt, coming home Drunk 
about 10 a Clock in the Night from his 
| debauch'd and lewd Companions fell into a 
| horrid fit of Swearing and Curſing in a moſt 
F greadful manner, for which his poor Wife, 
in a loving manner, deſired him to forbear, 
and not to blaſpheme the holy Name of 
| God at ſuch a rate; upon which, in a bile 


end vanatural manner he a ber ** 17 
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her Chair by the Hair of her Head, 1 # 
ing and abufing her moſt dreadfully, and 
tho ſhe fell down of her Knees and begg'd' - 

wich Crys and Tears (if not for her fake,) 
to have Compaſſion on the unborn Infant, 
7 being then big with. Child, not having to ga 
above fix Weeks of her time: But all her 
crys and lamentations prov d ineffectual, for 
duch was his barbarous and Savage Cruelty, 
that having a ſharp Knife in his Hand he 
Cut her Throat from Ear to Ear, and then 
_Ramp'd upon her tender Breaſt till ſhe was 
| - Quite Dead. During this horrid. Tragedy, N 
His young Dakine of 12 Years of Age 1 
ſtood crying and hanging on her wicked [ 
Fathers Arm; ſaying, Dear Father for 7 8 
Jake ſave my. Mother's. Life, and do not. defile «| 
your Hauds in the Blood of my tender Mother, | 
who has been a loving Wife to you, and never | 
2 you any. ſult - - cauſe of Anger; therefore 
, for | Chri/t Jeſus jake, ' dear Father haue 4 
care what , you do, for God's Vengeance will 
: certainly overtake you, if . you offer ſuch. Vio 
tence to your "own Fleſh and Blood : But . 
Anger was ſa far from being aſſyagedl at the 
Childs witery and diſcreet Speeches, tho 
Expreſſed with all the ſweetneſs of Temper 
ſuch à Child could be capable of, that he 
took it by the Arm, and flung it againſt the 
Wall. in a wretched and unmerciful manner, 
Calling her Baſtardly young Bitch, and ſeveral 
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5 her, ſhe woald le 4 Fhore like 105 Mother, „ 
threatening that he would ſerve or in the 
like Manner. 
Theſe wicked Speeches from an u ** | 

1 put the Girl into a ſad Trembli 
and ſeeing her unfortunate Mother lye De 4 
on the Floar, ſhe fell down on her Knees, 

and begg d heartily of him, to pitty her 
* render Years, putting him in mind, of the 
18 Conſequence that would ſuddenly fol- 
low the Death of her Mother; therefore 
earneſtly defired him not to add one Sin to 
anotlier, by taking away that innocent 
Life, which the Laws of God, Nature, and 
Religion bound him to Preſerve, with 
many other remarkable and pious Sayings, 
enough to have mollificd the hardeſt Heart 
in the World, except bis own; but all was 
to no purpoſe, tho, he had broke the Knife 
that Cut her Mothers Throat, he foqn_ 
found a fatal an Inſtrument, for he took a 
great Hammer that lay in the Chemney 
Corner, and with it in a cruel and unmer- 
eiful manner beat out the poor Child's 
Brains, and then was going to make his 
Bleape ; but God who never ſuffers ſuch 
monſterous Wiekednels to go Unpuniſhed, 
even in this World, cauſed by a wonderful f 
Providence, the Morthered Woman's own 
Brother and his Son to come that very. Mo- 
ment, with a deſign” to give them a Viſit 
from : . When w_ — 


him that his Wife had Killed her Child and; f 


_ *thercupon committed Priſoner to Norwich 


„ | 
the Light of the Candle his Brother all 
Bloody, asked him what was the matter, 
who being in a trembling Condition with a 0 
guilty Conſcience, could not make any g 
Anſwer, till going into the Houſe, he told h 


then Cut her own Throat, while he was in o 
the Back- field; but theſe excuſes not being E 
ſatis factory; his Brother kept him in di- 
courſe till his Son called a Conſtabie; who ' 
ſeized him for that Niglt, and the next 
Morning he was carried before Jaſtice Up- | 
wood of Kings Linn, where he conteſſed all 
the particulars abovementioned ; and was |/ 


Goal, where he remained very Penitent | 
ſheding abundance of Tears for fo loathſom 5e 
a Tragedy, declaring that the Devil continu- in 
ally worked upon him till he had done it, U 
which he wiſhed he could repaire with his 1 
Blood. t 204 
At the laſt Aſſizes he was Try'd for 1 2 
two unnatural Murthere, where he pleaded 4 
Guilty to both the Indictments, alledgiog | 5 
chat his Luſtful Sins had brought upon him /. 
this heavy Judgments; relating all the par- fe 
ticular circumſtances of the ſaid Murthers, n. 
declaring before his Sentance, that he de- E 
fired to Die, not being fitting to nes t 4 
Jooger upon the face of the Earth. D. 


After his Sentance, which was to be 


Hanged 1 in Chains, he behaved himſelf ver fi 
15 


174 


rrrwful and Penitent, having 4 ' Miniſter 
ordered to attend him daily, who faithfully 
gave him Ghoſtly Confolation, to prepare 
him for his approaching Death, which was 
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own requeſt. Being come to the place of 
Execution he again repeated his former 
Confeſſion and prayed very earneſtly for 


— 


ins, being mounted the Ladder he ſpoke * 
thus to the People: 

Friends and Neizbboars, © I am come 10 this 
place to ſuffer a ſhamefal and Ignominous Death, 
las a juſt reward for my barbaroas wickedveſs, © 
having ſtain d my Hande in the Blood of the 
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. inſi igated  thereunto by the craftineſs of the. 
. Devil who continually infected my Mind with 
malice and cruelty, and inflamed my Body. 
with beaſtly Luſt, covetng carnal Knowledge 
with al moſt every Woman I ſaw, which pre- 
d duced ſuch ſad effetts, that the more ] en- 
g ojed the more my Luſtful Appetite was in 
n amel with defire, till ſuch time as I 

r= Fetly loathed aud abhorred the lanful Fujoy- 
s, nent of my own Wife: At which time the 


e- JEnemy of Mankind cloſing in with thoſe wick- 


"i 'd Thoughts, never let me reft N ight nor 
Day till had Marthered my Wife and Child; 


y Fd retards Hae cle m „ ve ry Soul with 


Ito Guilt of ſuch loa thſom Wickedneſs : I. wed 


four days after his Tryal, according to his 


the forgiveneſs of his cruel and barbarous 


% 


fore for the Lord ſake let aff perſ * thes. 1 


hears me this Day take warning by my ſad 
Fate, and let not lude aud impudent Strum- 
pets draw you Afettions from your Lauful 


Spouſes, leaſt you fall into the ſame fatal Snares. | 


ef miſery and confuſion. Had Ilived Chaſt with | 


my Veriuous and Lawful Wire, I had never been 


Guilty of the Sin of Murther, the worſt of Crimes; 
fo that conſequently Luſt and Drunkenneſs are 
certainly inletts into the worſt of Villanies, as. 
hath been too manifeſtly apparent by my wicked 
Life and (hameful Death; Pray God give you 
Hearts to mend your Lives, that your Deaths 
may be Comfortable ; which s the Prayer of your 
forrowful Aflifled, aud Dying Friend. Farewel. 


Then having Pray d by himſelf and with the 
Miniſter for a conſiderable time, he was tur- 
ned beſide the Ladder: and after he was Dead, 
hang'd in Chains before his own Door, as s 
Terror to all ſuch wicked Murtherers. 
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